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Columbia  s  Prosperity  a  Source  of 
Embarrassment 

There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  in  some  minds  in  some 
quarters  as  to  the  policy  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
reference  to  the  aid  of  candidates  of  the  Gospel  Ministry. 
The  settled  policy  of  the  Church  from  one  end  to  the  other 
and  at  all  of  the  Theological  Seminaries  is  that  if  the  ses- 
sion to  which  the  candidate  belongs  and  the  Presbytery 
under  whose  charge  he  is  certifies  to  his  deserts  and  need 
of  financial  aid,  the  Central  Committee  at  Louisville  will 
give  $100  and  the  Seminary  which  he  attends  is  expected 
to  find  another  $100,  either  from  scholarship  funds,  from 
private  individuals,  or  work  of  some  kind  which  will  not 
be  injurious  to  the  student,  but  helpful,  and  will  yield  him 
the  $100  needed.  This  is  the  plan  pursued  at  Union,  in 
Virginia ;  Kentucky  Seminary,  at  Louisville ;  Austin  Semi- 
nary, in  Austin,  Texas;  Southwestern  Presbyterian  Uni- 
versity, at  Clarkesville,  and,  of  course,  Columbia  Semi- 
nary, at  Columbia.  It  has  long  been  the  recognized 
policy  of  this  institution,  as  at  all  the  other  Theological 
Seminaries,  both  North  and  South.  It  is  the  American 
Presbyterian  policy  of  beneficiary  education. 

Now,  when  Columbia  had  ten  to  twenty  students,  the 
problem  was  a  very  easy  one,  but  since  the  student  body 
has  risen  to  fifty  and  promises  an  increase  to  sixty  or 
more,  it  will  be  seen  at  once  that  the  Seminary  will  be 
looked  to  to  find,  instead  of  $1,000  to  $2,000  per  year  for 
student  aid,  something  like  $5,000  to  $6,000  per  year  for 
student  aid.  Of  course,  not  every  candidate  without 
exception  needs  $100  from  the  Seminary  funds,  and  where 
they  do  not  need  it,  it  is  not  given,  but  in  the  majority  of 
instances  the  candidates  come  from  families  of  moderate 
means  and  their  sessions  and  Presbyteries  testify  that 
they  need  $100,  so  that  the  Seminary  must  either  find  this 
$100  in  the  way  of  work  which  the  student  can  do  by 
which  he  may  earn  $100,  or  must  find  some  benevolent 
individual  who  is  willing  to  aid  the  candidate  to  this 
extent,  or  must  out  of  its  own  funds  provide  the  $100. 
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The  number  of  students  at  Columbia  in  recent  years  has 
outrun  the  financial  resources  of  the  school  and  the  insti- 
tution is  to  be  congratulated  on  this  account.  It  is  exactly 
the  history  that  every  prosperous  Theological  Seminary 
in  the  country  has  had.  The  President  of  Columbia  Sem- 
inary, who  is  writing  this  note,  happens  to  have  been  on 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  two  of  our  Theological  Semi- 
naries and  to  have  been  professor  in  two  other  Theologi- 
cal institutions,  and  in  the  case  of  every  one  of  them  the 
time  came  when  they  were  so  prospered  by  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Church  that  they  had  more  students  than  they  had 
means  to  support  them.  In  every  case,  either  by  benevo- 
lent contributions  from  members  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors or  others,  by  special  aid  from  interested  Churches  or 
individuals  the  money  was  found.  The  only  alternative 
to  finding  the  money  in  these  or  other  ways  is  to  shut  the 
door  of  the  institution  in  the  face  of  some  of  the  candi- 
dates applying  for  admission.  We  do  not  believe  this 
ever  could  be  the  policy  of  Columbia  Seminary.  It  could 
not  afford  it.  It  would  be  criticized  from  one  end  of  the 
Church  to  the  other,  and  its  constituency  could  well  rise 
in  rebellion  if  its  administrators  should  pursue  such  a 
course. 

The  only  recourse  is  to  appeal  to  friends  everywhere, 
members  of  the  Board,  ministers,  elders,  men  of  means, 
Churches,  Ladies'  Aid  Societies,  and  all  other  organiza- 
tions interested  in  the  advance  of  the  Church  to  meet  this 
situation  by  contributions  which  will  enable  the  Board  to 
carry  on  the  work  which  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church 
has  given  them  to  do.  The  reason  why  some  other  Semi- 
naries have  prospered  is  that  when  this  crisis  confronted 
them  they  found  benevolent  men  who  were  willing  to  put 
their  hands  in  their  pockets  and  provide  the  means  for 
supporting  the  candidates  until  time  was  had  to  accumu- 
late an  endowment  fund  sufficiently  large  to  handle  the 
situation  satisfactorily.  These  benevolent  men  are  in 
the  Synods  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama  and 
Florida,  and  it  is  the  business  of  the  President,  the  Fac- 
ulty, the  Board  of  Directors,  the  ministers  and  officers  of 


the  Church  to  discover  them  and  make  known  to  them 
this  opportunity  which  has  never  surpassed  for  useful- 
ness in  the  use  of  money,  and  which  will  undoubtedly 
secure  the  co-operation  of  really  cheerful  givers  whenever 
presented. 

The  figures  as  to  the  comparative  endowments  of  the 
chief  Theological  Seminaries  of  the  Church  will  prove 
interesting  from  the  point  of  view  showing  how  well  pro- 
vided the  other  schools  are  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  stu- 
dents and  how  comparatively  poorly  provided  Columbia 
Seminary  is  with  funds  for  student  aid : 

Union  Seminary  has  an  endowment  of  approximately 
$600,000,  about  $100,000  of  which  is  Scholarship  funds. 

Kentucky  Seminary  has  an  endowment  of  approxi- 
mately $500,000,  how  much  a  proportion  is  scholarship  is 
not  published,  but  a  considerable  part  is  devoted  to  this 
purpose. 

The  Columbia  Seminary  has  an  endowment  of  approxi- 
mately $275,000. 

The  situation  at  all  of  the  Seminaries  is  exactly  the 
same,  that  is,  that  they  have  more  students  than  their 
scholarship  funds  will  support  and  are  compelled  to  rely 
upon  special  aid  in  part,  but  the  need  at  Columbia  is 
more  imperative  than  at  the  other  Seminaries,  because  its 
endowment  fund  is  smaller  and  its  scholarship  funds  are 
less. 

Reasons  for  Columbia  s  Prosperity 

There  has  been  no  more  remarkable  phenomenon  in  the 
history  of  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church  for  the  last 
fourth  of  a  century  than  the  unexampled  growth  of 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary — its  recovery  of  its  hold 
upon  its  constituency,  the  large  prestige  through  the  whole 
Church  that  has  come  to  it.  The  number  of  students  has 
about  trebled  during  the  past  five  years. 

The  reasons  for  this  prosperity  are  threefold:  First, 
there  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  candi- 
dates in  the  Presbyteries  of  the  controlling  Synods  of 


South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida.  This 
increase  is  doubtless  in  a  large  measure  the  result  of  the 
preaching  and  praying  of  the  ministers  in  these  Synods 
for  the  dearth  of  candidates  was  an  appalling  and  oppres- 
sive feature  of  the  Church  life  in  this  region  for  some 
years.  Second,  the  Theological  Seminary  is  now  holding 
its  candidates,  with  very  few  exceptions — in  fact,  is  draw- 
ing more  students  from  outside  its  own  bounds  that  it  is 
losing  by  a  considerable  number.  This  indicates  the  con- 
fidence and  enthusiasm  of  its  own  immediate  constitu- 
ency and  is  the  most  encouraging  feature  of  the  life  of 
the  Seminary  today.  Third,  the  institution,  without  solic- 
itation or  use  of  policies  of  any  kind,  is  drawing  students 
from  outside  its  immediate  territory.  The  principle  here, 
of  course,  is  that  the  door  of  the  institution  is  open  to  any 
one  who  may  desire  to  come,  but  no  canvass  or  induce- 
ment is  employed  to  secure  students  from  foreign  Synods, 
but  the  unsurpassed  faculty,  unequalled  library,  the 
unparalled  history  of  the  institution,  combined  with  the 
beauty  of  its  location  and  charm  of  Columbia  from  every 
point  of  view,  is  drawing  students  from  over  a  wide  range 
of  territor3T.  The  representative  character  of  the  Semi- 
nary as  incarnating  the  genius  and  temper  of  the  South- 
ern Presbyterian  Church  so  fully  and  uniquely  is  an  addi- 
tional factor  in  its  influence  and  in  its  drawing  of  students. 
It  is  believed  that  the  Seminary  was  never  stronger  as  a 
whole  in  its  organization  and  in  the  balanced  gifts  of  its 
remarkable  faculty  than  at  the  present  time,  and  students 
will  flock  here  as  doves  to  their  windows. 

Vacation  Activities  of  the  Columbia 
Seminary  Faculty 

In  addition  to  the  teaching  work  which  they  do  in  the 
institution  the  members  of  the  Columbia  Seminary  Fac- 
ulty are  engaged  in  varied  and  many-sided  activities. 

The  President  of  the  institution  has  already  addressed 
the  following  institutions  since  the  close  of  the  Seminary 
in  either  baccalaureate  or  literary  addresses :  Belhaven 


College,  at  Jackson,  Mississippi ;  the  University  of  Louisi- 
ana, at  Baton  Rouge;  Chamberlain-Hunt  Academy,  at 
Port  Gibson,  Mississippi;  Austin  College,  at  Sherman, 
Texas,  and  has  engagements  to  dedicate  a  Church  at  St. 
Matthews,  S.  C,  and  to  preach  for  three  Sundays  at  some 
of  the  leading  Presbyterian  Churches  in  Chicago  in  July, 
and  to  supply  the  First  Church  in  Columbia  the  last  two 
Sundays  in  July,  and  to  preach  in  the  Church  in  which  he 
was  reared  in  his  youth  during  the  month  of  August,  in 
Salem,  Virginia. 

The  President  also  serves  as  the  Professor  of  Theology. 
His  lectures  during  the  past  winter  were  taken  down  by 
a  stenographer,  and  it  is  his  purpose  during  this  summer 
and  fall,  if  possible,  to  work  them  over  for  publication  as 
representing  the  type  of  theology  for  which  Columbia 
stands,  wrought  out  by  Thornwell,  continued  by  Girar- 
deau and  Hall  and  expounded  by  the  present  incumbent. 

Dr.  McPheeters  is  spending  his  vacation  at  his  summer 
home  in  Hendersonville  and  pursuing  the  researches  in 
Old  Testament  Literature  and  Exegesis  that  have  already 
made  him  the  peer  in  that  field  of  any  scholar  in  America. 
It  is  hoped  that  Dr.  McPheeters  will  arrange  to  publish 
at  an  early  date  the  results  of  his  well-balanced  and 
mature  views  in  the  department  of  Old  Testament  Criti- 
cism. 

Dr.  Reed,  in  addition  to  editing  the  Presbyterian  Stan- 
dard, in  which  his  articles  are  always  noteworthy  and 
characteristic,  is  supplying  adjacent  points  in  many  differ- 
ent directions.  He  is  a  very  popular  supply  and  is  called 
on  without  intermission. 

Dr.  White,  after  supplying  for  the  month  of  June  the 
Second  Church  of  Charleston,  expects  to  spend  his  vaca- 
tion at  his  summer  home  in  Gloucester  county,  Virginia. 
Dr.  White  is  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  a  book  whose 
exact  nature  he  is  not  ready  to  announce.  He  is  already 
the  most  voluminous  and  popular  author  which  the  South- 
ern Presbyterian  Church  has  produced  in  our  day,  and  his 
incessant  diligence  and  gifts  of  historical  research  are 
destined  to  make  him  still  more  influential  as  a  historian. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Reavis  makes  his  headquarters  at  his  summer 
home  in  Baker,  Tennessee,  and  has  engagements  to  speak 
at  several  summer  conferences  and  hold  quite  a  number 
of  meetings  and  make  a  large  number  of  missionary 
addresses  at  various  points  in  the  South. 

Professor  Kerr  is  supplying  the  Church  at  Newberry 
for  the  summer,  but  expects  to  spend  some  time  at  the 
Blue  Ridge  Conference.  He  is  already  as  brilliant  a 
scholar  for  his  years  as  the  Church  has  in  it,  and  is  des- 
tined to  make  a  still  greater  mark  as  a  teacher  and  investi- 
gator. 

Professor  Fulbright  is  in  Oklahoma  and  Texas  for 
special  work. 

The  Seminary  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  a  Fac- 
ulty whose  gifts  are  so  varied,  whose  scholarships  are 
many-sided,  and  whose  activities  are  so  incessant;  the 
combination  of  whose  gifts  makes  them  unsurpassed  in 
the  whole  Church  in  teaching  and  training  force.  The 
Seminary  is  bound  to  grow  and  prosper  with  teachers  who 
can  teach,  and  the  best  advertisement  of  the  institution  is 
the  satisfaction  and  progress  of  the  students  who  attend 
upon  its  services. 

The  Vaction  Activities  of  the  Columbia 
Seminary  Students 

The  students  of  the  Theological  Seminary  are  all  of 
them  engaged  in  summer  work  so  far  as  they  desire  to 
have  it.  They  are  scattered  from  Virginia  to  Texas, 
either  as  summer  supplies  of  vacant  Churches  or  preach- 
ing in  Mission  points  as  follows : 

Brown,  E.  S Forest  City,  Arkansas. 

Brown,  J.  W Rock  Mart,  Georgia. 

Davis,  W.  E Churchville,  Va. 

Downing,  W.  A. .  Columbia,  S.  C,  Supply  at  Hopkins,  S.  C. 

Gardien,  R.  B Des  Arc,  Ark. 

Gardner,  Jason Columbia,  S.  C. 

Gibbs,  C.  M Comer,  Ga. 

Gillespie,  J.  D Ringgold,  Ga. 
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Harry,  W.  G Spencer,  North  Carolina. 

Iverson,  Daniel St.  Matthews,  S.  C. 

Johnston,  W.  H Columbus,  Miss. 

Littlejohn,  A.  M Jonesville,  S.  C. 

Patrick,  P.  D Mayesville,  S.  C. 

Stephen,  W.  W Anniston,  Ala. 

Toomer,  A.  P. Campobello,  S.  C. 

DuBose,  P.  W Traveling  for  Foreign  Mission  Com., 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Grissett,  F.  M White's  Bible  School,  N.  Y. 

Hutchison,  W.  S Forest  City,  Arkansas. 

Land,  J.  S Society  Hill,  S.  C. 

Mclnnis,  Neil Little  Rock,  S.  C. 

Rector,  G.  H. . .  .Mills  River,  N.  C. 

Riviere,  W.  T Ila,  Ga. 

Shepard,  E.  M New  Orleans,  La. 

Swicord,  D.  A Claussen,  S.  C. 

VanMeter,  J.  0 Columbia,  S.  C,  Brookland  and  Eau 

Clare 

Watson,  E.  S. Waxhaw,  N.  C. 

Cates,  A.  R Pelzer,  S.  C. 

Blackburn,  J.  C. .  .  Columbia,  S.  C,  work  at  University  of 

S.  C.  as  Physical  Director 

Dudley,  J.  S, Columbia,  S.  C. 

Harden,  W.  S. .  .  Columbia,  S.  C,  Assistant  Pastor  Arsenal 

Hill  Church. 
Turner,  R.  V Pageland,  S.  C. 

The  ease  and  certainty  with  which  this  institution 
secures  work  for  its  students  in  any  section  of  the  Church 
where  they  may  desire  it  is  one  of  the  best  recommenda- 
tions to  intending  students.  Its  geographical  location  is 
such  with  radiating  railroads  reaching  out  in  every  direc- 
tion that  more  Churches  can  be  easily  reached  in  a  short 
time  in  a  large  number  of  States  than  perhaps  from  any 
other  point  in  the  South,  and  hence  the  assurance  which 
the  institution  can  give  to  its  students  that  it  can  find 
work  for  them  when  they  desire  it,  both  during  the  sum- 
mer and  when  it  is  best  for  them  to  have  it  during  the 
session  as  well. 
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Some  Seminary  Activities  at  Columbia 
Seminary 

There  is  no  busier  beehive  possible  than  that  found  at 
Columbia  Seminary  during  the  session.  There  is  a  busy 
Faculty  engaged  in  exploring  each  man  his  own  field  and 
teaching  it  to  his  students  and  in  addition  carrying  on 
multiform  activities  in  many  different  directions.  There 
is,  of  course,  the  studies  of  the  students  in  preparation  for 
class  work,  then  the  recitation  of  their  classes  before 
their  fellow  students  and  upon  questions  by  the  profes- 
sors. 

In  addition  there  are  many  forms  of  internal  activities 
for  the  students,  each  class  being  organized  with  its  own 
president,  meeting  for  class  prayer  meeting  and  other 
exercises.  In  addition  the  student  body  is  organized 
with  its  own  president  and  meets  for  various  purposes. 
There  are  daily  prayers,  morning  and  evening,  conducted 
by  students  and  members  of  the  Faculty.  There  is  a 
missionary  society  founded  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Wilson  nearly  one 
hundred  years  ago  and  still  in  vigorous  existence  and  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  connected  with  it  which  is  more  recently  and 
equally  active.  Then  there  are  debating  exercises  on  the 
part  of  the  students  in  the  presence  of  the  Faculty  and 
weekly  preaching  exercises,  in  which  two  or  three  stu- 
dents preach  and  are  then  subjected  to  the  criticism  of 
their  fellow  students  and  the  Faculty. 

Superinduced  upon  all  this  is  the  life  of  the  student  in 
the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  the  community,  six  in  num- 
ber, with  a  large  number  of  missionary  points.  Then  the 
social  life  of  the  city  makes  the  Seminary  a  part  of  it. 
One  of  the  charming  features  of  student  life  at  Columbia 
is  that  all  of  the  selectest  homes  are  open  to  all  the  stu- 
dents of  this  Seminary  without  discrimination.  Educa- 
tionally, this  city  is  an  important  center,  the  State  Uni- 
versity and  female  colleges  of  three  denominations  being 
located  here;  the  Presbyterian  College  just  across  the 
street  from  the  Seminary  making  a  delightful  addition 
to  the  charm  of  this  section  of  the  city  in  which  the  Semi- 
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nary  is  located.  Moreover,  Columbia  is  the  Capital  of 
the  State  and  the  seat  of  the  Legislature  and  many  public 
institutions  which  add  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  city  as 
a  place  of  residence  for  wide-awake  students. 

As  an  illustration  of  some  of  the  activities  of  the  stu- 
dents, it  is  recalled  that  young  men  connected  with  the 
institution  shared  in  the  following  work  last  year :  Teach- 
ing a  Bible  Class  at  the  State  University,  conducting  mis- 
sion study  classes  and  giving  numerous  addresses  to  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  the  same  institution,  teaching  Sunday 
School  classes  in  the  city  Churches  and  at  mission  points, 
conducting  prayer  meetings  in  cottages  and  in  Churches, 
helping  in  a  mission  in  the  cotton  mill  district,  visiting 
preparatory  schools  and  colleges  as  a  deputation  in  the 
interest  of  the  ministry,  conducting  a  Mission  for  colored 
people,  and  in  addition  to  this  preaching  at  the  chain  gangs 
and  in  jail  and  State  penitentiary,  and  supplying  both 
Churches  and  Mission  points  in  large  numbers  in  the  city 
and  adjacent  country. 

It  can  be  seen  from  all  this  that  the  life  of  a  student  at 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary  is  full  of  intense  industry 
and  offers  an  opportunity  for  the  development  of  all  the 
gifts  and  graces  that  a  young  man  may  possess. 

Doctor  Reavis  Stays  at  Columbia 
Seminary 

Dr.  James  0.  Reavis,  who  was  recently  called  to  the 
Presidency  of  Austin  Theological  Seminary  and  the  Pro- 
fessorship of  English  Bible  therein,  has  formally  declined 
the  call. 

Dr.  Reavis  is  the  first  man  elected  by  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  that  institution  to  the  position  of  President 
since  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Vinson.  He  was  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  the  Austin  Board,  and  his  election  was 
warmly  greeted  in  the  Synods  and  States  supporting  that 
school,  viz.,  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas.  But  after 
careful  consideration,  Dr.  Reavis  has  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  a  wider  field  of  usefulness  is  open  to  him  in 
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Columbia  Seminary  in  the  position  he  now  so  acceptably 
fills.  His  decision  to  remain  at  Columbia  will  receive  the 
hearty  endorsement  of  the  Faculty,  students,  trustees, 
alumni,  friends  and  constituency  of  the  Seminary.  We 
do  not  wonder  that  other  sections  of  the  Church  endeavor 
to  capture  our  professors,  but  we  do  not  wonder,  either, 
that  their  decision  is  to  remain  with  this  old  mother  of 
saints,  missionaries  and  ministers. 

Your  Will 

This  article  is  addressed  to  every  one  who  reads  it  with- 
out exception.  You  doubtless  have  made  your  will,  or 
intend  to  make  one,  even  though  you  have  only  a  few  hun- 
dred or  thousands  of  dollars,  maybe  a  half  interest  in  a 
city  lot  or  a  little  farm  in  the  country,  or  it  may  be,  in 
exceptional  cases,  that  you  are  possessed  of  thousands  and 
thousands  of  stocks  and  bonds,  valuable  real  estate  in  the 
metropolis  or  handsome  farm  lands  in  the  rural  districts. 
In  any  case  you  ought  to  make  a  will  and  in  devising  and 
bequeathing  your  possessions  you  should  ask  where  can  I 
place  them  so  that  they  may  yield  the  biggest  interest  for 
the  highest  causes. 

I  present  to  you  for  consideration  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  as  a  recipient  of  some  share  in  the  property  you 
are  to  bequeath.  The  great  work  the  institution  has 
done  in  the  past,  giving  more  than  one  thousand  ministers 
to  the  Church,  the  work  it  is  doing  now,  educating  fifty 
young  men  per  year  for  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and  its  need 
of  means  which  the  beneficence  of  the  Church  has  not  yet 
provided,  all  call  upon  you  to  make  your  will  in  the  inter- 
est of  Columbia  Seminary,  or  calls  upon  you  to  revise  the 
will  already  made  by  adding  a  codicil  to  the  following 
effect : 

Form  of  Bequest. 

The  proper  form  of  a  bequest  is  as  follows  : 
"To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  the  Synods  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama  and 
Florida  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States, 


14 

to  them  and  their  successors,  I  give  and  bequeath  the  sum 

of  $ —  (or  I  devise  a  certain  parcel  or  tract  of  land, 

etc.) ,  to  be  applied  by  them  to  the  uses  and  benefit  of  said 
Seminary,  as  follows,  etc." 

Either  to  endow  a  memorial  scholarship  for  the  educa- 
tion of  young  men  of  promise  for  the  Gospel  Ministry,  or 
to  endow  a  professorship  in  said  institution,  or  for  some 
useful  purpose  to  be  decided  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Correspondence  with  the  President  of  the  Seminary  is 
invited  on  this  subject. 


• 


